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Name:  ...............................................................  Date: ..................................................................  
 
Read the following diary extract written by Master Superbus Oblivious who is looking forward to 
the races at the Circus Maximus, near to where the fire of Rome is believed to have started.  
 

XVII July LXIV AD 
Dear Diary, 
It is the day of the races and I can feel the fates staring down on me, granting me only good 
fortune. Maximus Speedius, the greatest charioteer in all of Rome, stands beside me, as sturdy as 
an ox. When he is nearby, I feel myself swell with pride for he carries my red ribbon – as do all of 
my team. It is the colour of certain VICTORY! 
The crowds are magnificent. They call out their team colours and chant wildly. Do they not realise 
that only red can win today? I secretly laugh at their foolishness! 
The bands are lively, the food smells delightful and everywhere I look, all that I see are LOSERS!  

Master Superbus Oblivious 
(The richest man in Rome – soon to be!) 

 
Now answer the following questions. 
 
1. Who wrote this diary? 
 
 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  
2. The writer uses boastful language to show how powerful he is. Underline an example in the 

text above. 
 

3. Why does the writer laugh at the rest of the crowd? 
 
 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................  
4. Find two words which describe how the crowd makes a noise: 
 

 ......................................................................  and  ................................................................................  

5. Why do you think the writer says he will soon be the richest man in Rome? 
 
 ................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................ 
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Name:  ...............................................................  Date: ..................................................................  
 
With a partner read the following script between the Master and his servant.  
 

A servant is washing his/her master’s feet and is choking on the smell. 
 

Master:  What is that hideous smell? 
 
Servant:  I do not know master. (Coughing over his foot). 
 
Master:  You do not know ANYTHING! You are as stupid as a donkey! (Whips her). And 

rather more unattractive! 
 
Servant:  Yes Master. Your attractiveness is impossible to describe. 
 
Master:  I think that hideous smell is you! (Whips her). 
 
Servant:  Sorry Master.  
 
Master:  You smell like a wet dog! 
 
Servant:  Yes Master, sorry Master. (Dries his feet). Your feet smell like fresh roses, Master! 
 
Master: Now bring me some grapes and feed me! 
 
Servant: Of course, Master. (Brings grapes and feeds him by dangling them over his mouth). 
 
Master: These are sour! (Spits them in her face). 
 
Servant:  Sorry, Master! 
 
Master: I hope you are not trying to poison me, you hideous creature.  
 
Servant:  Forgive me, Master!  
 
Master: Take me over to my chair. I am tired and I do not wish to walk. I have an 

important day tomorrow. (She helps him over, panting heavily). 
 
Master: Why are you making all that noise? You sound like a diseased wretch. Am I not as 

light as a feather? 
 
Servant:  Yes Master – you are as light as many feathers. 
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Master: And am I not the kindest of Masters? Do I not allow you to eat some of my 
leftovers? Do you not enjoy eating the bits of meat that I cannot chew? And I even 
allow you to wear clothes! I am too kind to you! I should beat you more often to 
remind you of this fact. 

 
Servant: Your kindness is legendary, Master. 
 
Master: I have decided that I shall take you with me to the chariot races tomorrow at the 

Circus Maximus. The heat is unbearable and you will need to fan me and keep my 
wine goblet flowing. 

 
Servant: Oh Master! How kind! I shall fan you and fill your goblet at every moment. 
 
Master: Run along now, you foul-smelling peasant. Prepare a great feast in my honour and 

invite anyone who carries the red ribbon of my charioteer Maximus Speedius! And 
wash my finest toga – the one with the gold edging. And do not sleep tonight until 
everything is cleaned away. 

 
Servant: Yes, Master. (Backs out of the door). 
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Name:  ...............................................................  Date: ..................................................................  
 
Reflect on the drama between the Master and his servant. Using evidence of their behaviours, 
actions and feelings, answer the following questions.  
 
1. Which character did you like/dislike? Why? Give an example. 
 
 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  

 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  
2. How do you feel about the characters? 
 
 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  

 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  
3. Which character would you enjoy playing more in a drama? Why? 
 
 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  

 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  
4. What would you like to say or ask one of the characters? 
 
 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  

 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  
 

Now write your thoughts and reflections about each character in the table below.  
  

Servant Master 
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Name:  ...............................................................  Date: ..................................................................  
 
Read the following diary extract written from the point of view a servant who is caught up in the 
fire and cannot find her Master.   

XVII July LXIV AD 
Dear Diary, 
I am in fear for my life! Rome is burning! My Master is nowhere to be found. I was out shopping 
near the Circus Maximus when I saw a hideous fellow setting the stalls alight! It is all burning – 
ALL OF IT! 
Although he escaped, the villain left behind him a wall of flame that no-one can survive. What is 
to become of me? I must flee – I have no choice. I can smell the thick fumes and see the angry 
clouds approaching over the roof. 
If you do not hear from me again, you know what has happened to me… 

 Octavia 

(A servant, an orphan, a worthless girl) 
 
Now answer the following questions. 
 
1. Who wrote this diary? 

 
 ..........................................................................................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................  
2. Why was it written? 

 
 ..........................................................................................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................  
3. Describe how the writer feels – pick out some words to prove it. 

 
 ..........................................................................................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................  
4. What does the writer decide to do about the fire? Underline in the text where your evidence is. 

 
 ..........................................................................................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................  
5. If we do not hear from her again, what might have happened? 

 
 ..........................................................................................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................  


